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What happened to summer? 
By Laura Tyler CPDT-KA 

Total Teamwork Training llc 
 

As always, the summer months disappear and all the activities we attempt 
to add to our schedule somehow seem to vanish overnight.  
 

We started January 2010 with Head Start Puppy Class at Pet Kare Clinic in Steamboat, followed by two 
Family Dog Classes in Steamboat through the end of May.  Craig Head Start Puppy Class and Family Dog 
Training classes were filled as well, along with Meeker Family Dog classes. 
 
 During April we announced our first Rally Obedience class here in Craig too.  Diane Calim organized an 
excellent introduction to the sport of AKC Rally Obedience!  The instructors at Total Teamwork Training 
took full advantage of the class and we all enrolled.  It was a delightful experience to be sitting in the 
classroom with my dog by my chair.  Skippy actually thought it was rather strange at first.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed the class.    
 
Sandra and her English Bull Terrier Stuart along Skippy and I entered our first Rally competition in the 
Roaring Fork AKC dog show in Eagle, Colorado in July.  Sandra and Stuart earned their first Novice Rally 
obedience qualifier and passed their AKC Canine Good Citizens certification.  Super Congratulations to 
Sandra and Stuart!  You’re the best!  I love Stuart!  Our Rally class instructor, Diane , and her dog Torry 
the Border Collie, finished their Rally Excellent title!  Hooray for that great teamwork!!!  Skippy and I did 
pretty good too!  Two qualifiers in Novice Rally and our Canine Good Citizens certificate made me very 
proud of my little dog.   
 
And now the rest of the story……  It was the first dog show that either Sandra or I have attended in 
over 20 years!  We had a blast!  There were 685 dogs entered in this show.  The show was held at the 
fairgrounds in Eagle in their new super huge exhibit building.  This is one great big open room full of dogs!  
There were numerous grooming areas set up with big blow dryers and fur flying, dogs barking and people 
in a hurry to get to their events.  It was total sensory overload!  Especially for one shy little Rat Terrier 
named Skippy.  We walked into that building at 8 am the first morning and we didn’t make it but about 20’ 
inside the building when Skippy said, “OK, I’m outta here!”  I was pretty sure the environment would take 
time for her to adjust.  She was overwhelmed with the sights and sounds and smells of “dog show” and of 
course, I felt her worry and distress.  We spent quite a lot of time taking walks around the outside of 
building and going in and coming out and going in and coming out until she began to feel OK about it.  It 
was noisy for me, I can’t imagine the sounds those ears of her’s were trying to process.  And all the 
smells…..  
 
Skippy and I were the last obedience team to compete that day.  Good, because we had plenty of time to 
let the atmosphere settle in for her and bad because it was very warm in the building and everybody else 
was packing up and dragging equipment, crates, dogs, etc. out the big double doors right next to our ring.  
It was a real feat for Skippy to make it all the way through the course with a passing score.  I was very 
proud of my little dog.  She actually got a 3rd place ribbon!  Icing on the cake! 
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